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Wave of mourners
overwhelms Rome

Officials bar people from joining
the line to pay respects to pontiff

THE AssOCIATED PRrEss

VATICAN cITY — After electronic highway signs
and cell-phone text messages failed to stanch the
flow of pilgrims, police stepped in yesterday to turn
back those mourning Pope John Paul II.

The day brought nearly 1 million people to the
Vatican, including the five members of the official
U.S. delegation. Shortly after arriving, they used a
special entrance for VIPs to get into St. Peter’s Ba-

silica.

President Bush viewed the pope’s body with his
wife, Laura; his father, George H.W. Bush; former

to go away last night.

President Bill Clinton; and Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice. They knelt in a pew in front of the re-

16 killed 1n
crash of

helicopter

Tue WasHINGTON PosT

KABUL, Afghanistan — At least
16 people were killed yesterday
when a U.S. military helicopter
crashed in bad weather in south-
eastern Afghanistan, officials said.
It was the most serious military
accident since the arrival of U.S.
troops here in 2001.

The CH-47 Chinook was one of
two helicopters returning to the
main U.S. base at Bagram, north
of Kabul, after a routine mission
when it encountered high winds,
said a military spokeswoman, Lt.
Cindy Moore.

The Chinook had an American
crew, but the military had not re-
leased the nationalities of all the
passengers.

The helicopter went down
about 100 miles southwest of Ka-
bul near the city of Ghazni, she
said. Eighteen crew members and
passengers were listed on the
flight manifest, 16 of whom have
been confirmed dead, according
to officials. The other two re-
mained unaccounted for when re-
covery operations ended for the
night.

The names of the dead are be-
ing withheld pending notification
of their families, officials said.

Moore said there was no indi-
cation the crash was caused by en-
emy fire. The second helicopter
landed without incident.

About 17,000 U.S. troops are
based in Afghanistan. According
to the Defense Department, at
least 122 U.S. troops had died be-
fore yesterday’s accident.

mains and bowed their heads in prayer.

Seeking to clear the basilica by this evening so the
Vatican could prepare for John Paul’s funeral tomor-
row, police announced they were closing the line at
10 p.m. Text messages were sent over Italian cell-
phone lines. Those at the back would wait 24 hours
before entering the basilica.

“We're just hoping the order can be reversed,”
said Federica Bruni, a 20-year-old student who came
from northern Italy and was one of the first to be told

It took more than an hour after the deadline to set
up the barricades and establish the cutoff point.

“You tell these people!” said one Civil Defense offi-
cer in frustration as the time passed for the line to
end. “How can we close?”

The crowd-control problems developed hours

BEATRICE LARCO/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Mourners fill the road to St. Peter’s Square as they head to St. Peter’s Basilica to say farewell to Pope John Paul II.

Yesterday’s
developments

m The College of Cardi-

nals set April 18 for

the start of the con-
clave to elect a suc-
cessor to Pope John
Paul II.

| Vatican officials said
that despite modern

SEE ROME, PAGE A9 »

communications de-
vices, they expect to
keep the cardinals’ de-
liberations secret.

| President Bush and
his two White House
predecessors paid
their respects,
kneeling to pray in St.
Peter’s Basilica.

m John Paul’s spiritual
testament was read, a
15-page document in
his native Polish that
he began writing in
1979, a year after he
was elected.

Wilder’s
budget

raises
bills
Plan also calls for cuts

to ‘nondepartmental’
areas to save city money

BY DAVID RESS
AND JEREMY REDMON

Tmves-DispaTcH STAFF WRITERS

Richmonders — and many who
live outside the city — would pay
bigger bills for gas, water and sewer
services, and many city residents
would likely see higher real estate
tax bills under Mayor L. Douglas
Wilder’s first city budget.

“It is sober, and it is a down pay-
ment on the future,” Wilder said
after outlining his two-year, 2006-07
budget at a special session of City
Council last night.

That down payment would mean

increased real es-
tate tax collec-
tions, despite w
Wilder’s recom- New PITCH:
mendation  that 1pe mayor says

the tax rate be Richmond can get
lowered to $1.33  another baseball

per $100 of as-  team f the Braves
sessed value from |eaye, Page B1.

$1.37955. _—

The value of city properties has
climbed so much that despite the
lower rate, the total the city collects
would rise 3.6 percent.

In addition, Wilder proposed:

m A 3 percent increase in gas rates
next year and 3 percent the year
after — a proposal that would affect
thousands outside the city limits be-
cause the Department of Public Utili-
ties supplies roughly 100,000 cus-
tomers in the city, Henrico County
and parts of Chesterfield County. It
would mean an average increase of
$1.12 a month in fiscal year 2006 and
$1.19 in fiscal year 2007.

m A 6.5 percent increase in water

SEE BUDGET, PAGE A12»

BOB BROWN/TIMES-DISPATCH

Sen. H. Russell Potts Jr., R-Winchester, who is running for governor as an indepen-
dent, listens to debate on whether to strip him of committee assignments.

Potts dodges payback
for independent streak

BY JEFF E. SCHAPIRO
Tmves-DispaTcH STAFF WRITER

Conservative Republicans in the
Virginia Senate yesterday failed to
strip breakaway Republican H.
Russell Potts Jr. of his committee
assignments as punishment for his
independent bid for governor.

Potts, a curmudgeonly Winches-
ter sports promoter elected in
1991, survived on a procedural rul-
ing by the GOP-controlled Senate’s
president, Lt. Gov. Timothy M.
Kaine, the likely Democratic nomi-
nee for governor.

The ruling was affirmed by a co-
alition of moderate Republicans

and Democrats. Twenty-seven sen-
ators backed Kaine; nine bucked
him, many of them the chamber’s
most vocal conservatives. Potts ab-
stained.

The squabble spotlighted anew
the GOP fissure that has scrambled
a gubernatorial race that, until Feb-
ruary, was expected to pit Kaine
against former Attorney General
Jerry W. Kilgore, a Republican.

Potts’ candidacy as a so-called
“independent Republican” has fur-
ther complicated the election-year
calculus. Kaine claims Potts will
bleed GOP support from Kilgore,
who says the third candidate forces

SEE POTTS, PAGE A8 P
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m Victory lap: The
governor says he
was successful
on 98 percent of
his proposed
amendments.
Page A8.

Coastlines
next for

drilling?
As energy producers eye

potential gas deposits,
tourism officials worry

From AssocIATED Press REPORTS

WASHINGTON — Oil and gas com-
panies, closer than ever to drilling in
an Alaskan wildlife refuge, want to
explore another frontier: America’s
coastlines.

The Atlantic and Pacific coasts
and the eastern Gulf of Mexico are
protected by a federal ban on new oil
and natural-gas extraction. But with

rising worry about
INSIDE

the country’s de-
pendence on fuel Y7F=
imports and soar- NOT HERE: The
ing prices, energy  General Assembly
producers _feel fails to override the
they have_ aunique  governor's veto of a
opportunity ~ —  pjll that would have
apd a more effec- encouraged offshore
tive strategy —to  drilling in Virginia.
relax or eliminate page A8.
the restrictions. _—

“Part of the solution has to be
opening more access,” whether it’s
off the coast of California or the Car-
olinas, said Duane Radtke, head of
the natural-gas-production unit at
Dominion Resources Inc. of Rich-
mond, Va. Potential gas deposits off
Virginia’s coast have attracted indus-
try attention.

Environmentalists say the indus-
try has been emboldened to seek off-
shore drilling because of last month’s

SEE DRILLING, PAGE A8 »
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Adams hints IRA fighters could disarm

Sinn Fein leader says
politics an alternative
to ‘armed struggle’

NEw York Tives NEWS SERVICE

LONDON — Gerry Adams, the
leader of the Sinn Fein political
wing of the Irish Republican Army,
urged IRA fighters yesterday to
pursue their goals through politics
rather than “armed struggle.”

His statement to reporters in
Belfast was depicted as the closest
he has come in public to urging
the IRA to turn its back on vio-
lence and transform itself from a
secretive, underground guerrilla
force into part of an open political
movement.

“The struggle can now be taken
forward by other means,” said Ad-
ams, speaking at the start of cam-
paigning for elections to the Brit-

ish Parliament set for May 5.

“In the past I have defended the
right of the IRA to engage in
armed struggle,” said Adams, who
is taking part in the election to de-
fend a seat in west Belfast.

“I did so because there was no
alternative for ;
those who |4
would not bend [EE#¥
the knee, or [
turn a blind eye [
to oppression,
or for those who
wanted a na-
tional republic,”
he said. “Now
there is an alter-
native.

“I have clearly set out my view
of what the alternative is. The
way forward is by building politi-
cal support for republican and
democratic objectives across Ire-
land and by winning support for
these goals internationally.”

Adams was speaking after the
IRA was blamed for a $50 million
bank robbery last December and
the murder in January of Robert
McCartney, threatening to dis-
credit Sinn Fein and its efforts to
build political support both in
Northern Ireland and the Irish Re-
public.

“Our struggle has reached a de-
fining moment,” Adams said in
his message to IRA fighters. “I am
asking you to join me in seizing
this moment, to intensify our ef-
forts, to rebuild the peace process
and decisively move our struggle
forward.”

There was no immediate re-
sponse to Adams’ statement from
the IRA. Adams is widely held by
his critics and others to command
senior rank in the IRA, but he has
not acknowledged that in public.

Adams told IRA fighters, who
have maintained a cease-fire since
before the 1998 Good Friday

peace agreement, that it was time
for them to step forward “not as
volunteers risking life and limb
but as activists in a national move-
ment toward independence and
unity.”

“Can you take courageous ini-
tiatives which will achieve your
aims by purely political and demo-
cratic means?” he asked, saying
that “Sinn Fein has the potential
and capacity to become the vehi-
cle for the attainment of republi-
can objectives.”

Sinn Fein officials declined to
say if the statement represented a
formal call on the IRA to disband
at a time when Northern Ireland’s
peace efforts are stalled and its
power-sharing authority is sus-
pended.

In London, Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s office said the “key
will be what the IRA does as a re-
sult and it’s on that that any final
judgment must be made.”
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Protect the dog you love with

Invisible Fence

BRAND
Give the dog you love the run of your property
without restrictive chains or expensive
visible fences with Invisible Fence®
Brand, the most trusted brand of pet
protection ever. A trust earned by our
over 30 years experience, 98%
customer satisfaction, ASPCA
Seal of Approval® and Consumers
Digest Best Buy Award.

Invisible Fence of Virginia will keep |
your dog off roads, out of trouble
and safe at home. All at a fraction

of the cost of traditional fencing.

Call today for your
FREE estimate!

794-5303 or 672-7387

Toll Free 1-866-309-DOGS (3647) www.invisibiil ] .-é com’
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Budget

— FROMPAGE Al

rates next year and 8.25 percent in 2007,
which would also affect people outside the
city. It would mean an average increase of
$1.46 a month in 2006 and $1.96 in 2007.

m A 5.5 percent increase in waste water
rates next year and a similar increase in 2007.

m A $3 increase in monthly trash collection
fees, to $15 next year, to be followed by a
$2.50 increase to $17.50 in 2007.

m A 34 cents-a-month increase in recycling
fees.

“We’re moving in line with what’s happen-
ing in the counties,” Wilder said. “This isn’t
revenue enhancement. This is rising costs.”

Wilder also cited the need to pay for years of
delays in maintenance and his goal of improving
trash pickup, a sore point for many residents.

Overall, the budget calls for a 3.69 percent
increase in spending this year to $555.4 million
and 0.9 percent next year to $560.4 million.

The 2-inch-thick budget outlines increases
in spending for police, schools and streets, and
it sets City Hall’s priorities for the two-year pe-
riod beginning July 1.

“Right now, I just want to see,” said Doris
Murray, one of the 200 residents and city offi-
cials who crammed City Council chambers to
hear Wilder’'s budget speech, when asked
about her reaction.

The budget features deep cuts in so-called
“nondepartmental” categories — entities rang-
ing from do-good groups to essential public serv-
ices, such as for mental health, to some high-pro-
file downtown economic development deals.

All in all, those cuts would save the city
more than $10 million a year. In addition, the

previously announced elimination of four de-
partments — customer service, traffic engi-
neering, lobbying and management services
— would save more than $3.6 million, while
Wilder proposed a more than $400,000 cut in
the economic development department.

On the rise would be the city’s contribution
to the school system, up 1.6 percent from this
year to $137.4 million. That’s less than the
School Board wanted, and it comes with a di-
rective to save money by merging some sup-
port services with city agencies to free up addi-
tional money for classroom programs.

Other spending increases would pay for 30
new police officers and a $7.7 million increase
for the Department of Public Works, the
agency responsible for a stepped-up effort to
repair the city’s streets.

Wilder said public safety, schools and fixing
the streets were his top priorities.

“He said he’s gonna run a tight ship,” said
Vice Mayor G. Manoli Loupassi. “We've got
people hit by the tax man — hard — and they
need to understand we're doing e hing we
can to spend money carefully.”

Wilder’s plan to cut the Richmond school
system’s support services to pay for such class-
room programs as reading and math special-
ists and foreign languages drew praise from
School Board members.

“I think that any time that we can consoli-
date services with the city that it’s a good
thing,” said School Board Chairman Stephen
B. Johnson. “We have to remember that this
isn’t our money, this is the taxpayers’ money.”

School Board member Carol A.O. Wolf,
who represents the 3rd District, said she was
“thrilled” by Wilder’s proposals to increase
funding for foreign languages, Communities in

Schools and the Discovery Academies.

She said she is especially pleased he is look-
ing at changes in support services, particularly
in finance.

“How many people do you need not to pay
your bills on time?” she said.

But at the Greater Richmond Partnership,
which would lose $390,000 in annual city fund-
ing under Wilder’s plan, it would be tough to
make up for the cut, said president Gregory H.
Wingfield.

“We would have to put into priority order
the things we are doing. And then you have a
situation of having a hole in the market effort.
If the city drops out or Chesterfield drops out,
how would we handle the marketing of those
jurisdictions?”

Chesterfield officials are also considering
withdrawing from the partnership, saying the
organization has benefited the region but that
benefit has disproportionately gone to Henrico.

The partnership, which has a $3.1 million
annual budget, 11 employees and overseas of-
fices, recruits new businesses to the region
with marketing materials and tours. Founded
in 1994, the organization represents Chester-
field, Hanover and Henrico counties, as well as
Richmond and about 300 area businesses.

City Council has its turn with the budget
now. The panel has scheduled meetings to dis-
cuss aspects of the spending plan on Saturday,
Monday and Tuesday, as well as April 15, April
18 and April 25. A public hearing is set for May
4 at 3 p.m. at City Hall. The council expects to
adopt the budget at its May 23 meeting.

e Contact David Ress at (804) 649-6051 or
dress@timesdispatch.com

e Contact Jeremy Redmon at (804) 649-6804 or
jredmon@timesdispatch.com
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WHY WE’'RE THE WORLD'S
RESSIVE LENS.

Wider far vision for reading road signs, finding
gas stations and spotting hidden speed traps.

Greater intermediate vision for checking

emails, stock prices and online shopping.

Wider near vision for reading novels, navigating
stairs and sidestepping puddles.

Actually, Varilux® is not only the world’s favorite progressive lens, we're also the world’s most trusted and most widely prescribed.

Over 45 years of technological experience and innovation have resulted in a progressive lens that provides you with the

most comfortable and natural vision correction available today. Seamless transitions between near, far and intermediate

fields of vision, the sharpest images and increased peripheral vision are what our reputation was built on. So choose Varilux.

Because life is hard enough without having to see it through inferior lenses. Contact your local eye care provider and ask

about Varilux lenses, or visit www.varilux.com.
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J. Blake
Note
Mayor Wilder supports Mathematics Specialists program in Richmond Public Schools.


